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I was told by & talented literary lady |
that some years nge a profescor in a West-
on the same
L0 OCCUITONCES D the
Revolutionary war, As 1 have never seen
this essny. and have at prosent no data to
yefer 10, 1 cannot go buck to that period.
Nor have 1 any information in relation to
the witty sayiugs and doings of our srmy
during the seoond war with Great Britain,
When ] Jelt West Point, however, there
were many old officers who had been en-
gaged i that struggle. One of them@old
we an apecdote, which secms 1o be worth
relating ae o specimen of the " retort cour-
teous” and s it bas a bislovieal Savor 1
repoat it

A vertain Cal. Loomis, whe, if my memory
scrves me, was on the stafl of Gen. Dearborn,
op the Cansdian frontier, was the bero of
the episode. The Colonel was a great duoel
5L, us o man had to be in those days to
relain any savding io the army, and be
wias very quick on the trigger where gques-
tons of honor were concerped., On one
occasion he passed through the lines bear-
ing & flag of truoe for Bir Gearge Prevost,
who was Governor-General of Cunada. Bi
George recvived the missive, read it, and
oatme oul 6l his guarters 1u a towering rage
e snid 20 Col. Loomis, snprily:
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able to understand the weaning, is prefty
sare Lo make some ludierous mistake. Ina
military purade in Waushiongton city, instead l
of referring to Col. G. W, Walluce as com-
manding the 12(h Tof, and garrisonof Wash-
ington, he was represented us a grandson of
Washington, Wherenpon the two Adjutants-
Geperal in Wallaces office sut down and, in
& spivit of fun, wrote him & fierce letter de-
manding by what authority he called him-
solf
A GLAXDSON OF WASHINGTON.

They signed this epistle with the name of
Peter G, Washington, a noted politician, who
held a bigh oflice under the Administration
at the Capital, but who never cluimed to be
related to the Pather of his Country, Wal-
laoe wrote a scathing reply and brought it
down 10 read to the two stafl oflicers, but
when he saw the atterapts they made to sup-

appreciated the
joke, and tore up

press their merriment he
situation, laughed at the
his lelter,

Avotlnr yeporier, in writing up the pro-
ceedings of & G AL mecting, reforred to the
ciarred veleran,

presiding officer as a battle-s
It was prioted bat!le-seared veteran,

subseqguent altempt to correct it chauged 1t

and a

1o lot!le-soanrred velorun,

I believe every Army oflicor
will testify that fully two-thirds of the odd
ne A campeagu
cume from our Ivish comrades,

In the Villey campaign an
officer found that some of his men bad man-
aged to slip a demijohin of whisky into one
of the wagons, in runﬁmlnr:.r-g- of which thes
atious. He stop
the train, took the demijolin out, and emp.
tied it on the grass. An Irish soldier,
was very much interested in this procesding,

of experienco
aond witty speeches made dur

Shenaudouh

were becowing guite hil ped

w ihi

lovked on ruefully at the saciilice, and smd
to ane of his companions
“Dennis, o I'm kilt in the next

bring me back apd bury me here”

battle,

I once knew a Colonel who was highly
distinguished in the Mexican war, 1 believe
he was never accused of drunkeuness, baot
he had no objection 10 the use of stimulauts,
As he was aboul starting out on ay l'l.]u‘l]i-
tion agalonst the Indians in Texas, a4 young
oflicer, fresh from West Point, came to him
gnd suid :

“Colonel, T understand that we will be
absent for several weeks, I bhave a small
bundle of books I would like 1o put in one
of the wagons, if you do not object,”

The Culonel H'pnrli .

“My young friend, it wonld give me great
pleasure to oblige you, but as we have
bardly enough trapsporiation for the food
we are obliged 10 canvy, I Jear that 1 cannet
oblige you ; for every pound counts.”

A mowment afterwurd apother oflicer came
up and said in a low tope:

“1 Lave & barrel of excellent eommissary
whirky,"—an article which was occasionally
issued to extra~duty men in those days,—
“dou’t you think we could

MANAGE 70 TAKE IT ALOXGY™

“Oh, cortainly!™ roplied the Colone),
“Avyihing in jeason! Auylbing in rea-
sop1”®

This, hiowever,
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Farven Tuanirry—Look here, Uncle
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Sam, ean't we turn this river of gold on to our own furms to fertilize them with the guano

of prosperity ; one huundred million dollars in gold going out every year for sugar is an awful drain upon our wealth. The Germans

have turned the golden stream into the

pockers of their own farwers; why can’t we do

the same thing ?

back and forth in the middle of the main
slrect, ate the cathedral, and asked
him—

“Whe put you on guard there?”

et | put mesell, sor,”

“For what purpose?”™

“I'm standing for bait.”

“What do you mean by that 2"

“The General sags if they fire on us from
the can po
Them's 4ll jewelers’ shops, and I'm stauding
for Lait.” .

When Gen, Snmuer invaded the Navajo
country one of the encmy, while prowlhing
around the camp on a dark night, was Killed
by a Sergeant of the Guard, The General

oppo

houses we in and sack them.

complimmented him on his vigilance, which
was all very well; but be added that,
the dangerous position in which the troops
were piaced, this Sergeant most be retained

on gunid tor some davs, The Sergeant, worn
out 4 declured
that, “if the Lord spared him, he never
would kill apother Indian as long as he
lived ™
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| menl, Another Pavmaster came, met with the
| same difiiculty, and disappeared in the same
| manner as the Grst, which ;
Finally # comspany of Home
was At tni ed 1o the regiment, and,
{On was now con ple !c i third
paster, my informant, was Oa his

|
! arrival he asked to be directed to the Colo-
|

e ..I‘l_. intensiied
the excitement.,
Guards
as ils organ
Payr sent,
B and & large tent was polnted
ount o him. He foand, however, on reaching
it that be Lad not rectly ing
It wax a bospital tent, apd u Catholic priest
adwin g the last sacrament to o
dying wan as he entered. The priest said:

“Pathrick, are ye willing to luve this sin-
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g0 to aucther and a better world 2"

Patrick rased himeelf up, and, to the
surprise of the Paymnster, sald : “ IUsa domd
dirty world, sud 'm domd glad to gel clear
of i."

The attcndantl said:

“Dou't say

¢ Lindd repri- |

that,

!
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|
|
|

Patbrick ; sure you bave had your own fun
ont of it."

The priest reproved the man, and said :
“When will you, yourscli, be prepared to
die?”

To this the attendant replied, in a rollick-
Ing way,

“WHEN I GET ME PAY!”"

A moment afterwargl, seusible that this
was nol a proper time 'for jesting, he becan
to howl and tear bis Lair o a geonnine Irish-
wake fashion,

Perhaps oue of the best representative
Irishmen in the Arm: was & man named

“You Hooky-Nosep OLp ViLLAams”
Haoy, who belonged to the 6th Inf. before the
war., He was an excellent soldier when

sober, bot unfortunate '.)' that was u rure oc-

1 |m1 i

| for hi

sles |

s 4 regiment to bhe enlirely !

f whiip the ¢

carrenec, He would go off on » dmuken
and remain uatil the eficets of the
liguor wore off. He wounld then return, walk
uy 1o the Oflicer of the Day, confess his mis-
deeds, and end by saying:

“An' I said to mesell if T go to the Lien-
tenant and tell him all about it, sure he
won't be too hard on a poor hye.”

This confession, avenmpanied with peni-
tence and promises of amendment, frequently
but at last he be-
nee from liis constant intoxien-

siood him in good stead ;
Citue i Dai=a
ri-martinl was ordered

One pay day, while

awatling trial, he man-

tion aud a 4 al can

ener
s special benelit,
in the guand-honse
yme way, and became
The prison-

ely packed with culprits, who

aged to get liquor in
very disorderly and riotons,
room was ¢lo
had become intoxicated on the money they
had just received, Hoy ewore he coald
rowd. and sudertook todoit. He

{ hegan striking out 1o the right and left and

]i.l'l II

execrativons | ¢

|

fal world with all its pomp and vauity, and |

singing ut the top of his lungs.

AS THE SPACE WAS LIMITED
great distarbance, which at-
tracled the attention of the Ollicer of the
Day, Licut, O'Brien, the way, wai
nlqo an Irishman, rushed to the
scene, had the door fluug open, and called
out:

L ]
e cansed n

who, by

O'Brien

“T'his noise must be stopped!”

Hoy the order and yelled,
Dun’t you hear what the Lieutenaut says?
.'"\H]- your noise!

repeated

" said O'Brica.

v B

“Buat I mean yon,

“1s it me ye mane?

“Yes, you are the one who is makiog all
the noise”

“Aund is it Moore's melodies you call a
noise? "

To this jew d'esprit:O'Brien replied by
threstening have him gagged. This
roused the old Irish faction feeling "in Hoy,
who answered:

“You niver could make them belave in
ould Ireland thut an O'Drien had gagged a

to

| Hoy"

At last the court thal had been assembled
statenced Hoy for Lis puwifold sins of
drankenness, 10 have the buttons cut off his
cont, an emply whisky-bottle tied arouud
bis neck, aud to be drummed ount of eamp
and out of service to te tune of the rogue's
ranrch,

On the moming when this sentence was
oy was brought out of the
wole slicamipg

1o be exe el

guard-livuse, ‘Uhe tears

down his cheeks, and he solilogquised afler
this fashion:

“It's not fit I am for the infantry, at all,
at all! I shall have to inlist in the artillery
or the ingineers!”

Then he tarned to the Officer of the Day
and said, pointing to the empty whisky
bottle:

“ Captain, dear,don’t you think yon could
put a wee drop of whisky in it?”

A modest proposition, which was not aec-
ceded to. ¢

THE GERMANS

are amoug the best and steadiest men in the
Regular Army, They rarely indulge at at-
tempts at wit, but their imperfect knowledge
of our language frequently creates great
mirth in others. At one time our recruiting
officers enlisted numbers of them who had
just landed as emigrants. Men were much
wanted at the frout, and it was supposed
that foreigners could soon acquire enough
English for all practical purposes. This
proved a great trial for us junior officers who
were obliged to instruct them. When I was
stationed at Fort McHenry one of them was
put as a sentinel over the magazine. After
vain attempts to make him understand his
duties generally, I at last coufined myself to
two points, which were that he mnst salate
all officers aceording to rank, and not allow
unyone to set fire to the magazine, When
questioned subsequently with regard to his
orders he said he waa to shoot all efficers
according to rank and set fire to the muga-
zine,

Recruits in those days were asource of
endiess trouble to us. They should have
been retained at the large depots until
thoronghly instrueted, but as they were
very much needed at the frontier posts, and
recruiting was not brisk, they were hurried
ofl, frequently under a single officer, before
they bad acquired any knowledge of disei-
Their ignoranceof tank and the great
fumiliarity with which they addressed their
commander was

STARTLING TO WEST FOINT OFFICERS,
accustomed to the strict requirements of the
service. We were much amused at the an-
swer of one of these newcomers named
Martin to the Inspector-General, who asked
him if be came from Ticonderoga. The man
replied, “ Bless your heart, I live more than
20 miles from there” He always went
afterwards by the pawme of “Lless your
heart™ Martio.

A squad of these raw reeruits had just
arrived at a post in Texas commanded by
Gen. G. They were furmed in line early in
the morning for inspection in front of the
Geperal’s fent, when an express came in
with news of an Indian incumsion. A com-
pany was al once ordered out in puisuit.
The Captain formed his men immediately,
and reported for orders. He was asked if
his men bhad their breakfust, but replicd that

pline,

STANDING FOR BAIT

a8 he understood the case was an nrgent one
he had not waited for that. *“Never mind,”
said the General, who sometlimes indulged
in & joke, “perhaps yom may get a little
Indian meal on your way.” One of the re-
eruits, who evidently appreciated this jest,

snid, “ Ha! ha! ba! Good for you, General!
Good fur youl”
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“Sergeant, take that man to the goard-
honse,” was the tmmediate reply
the re¢ruit probubly learned that it
permitted tos private to express apps -lntmn

whercupon
i not

or disapprobation of bis commandiug olicer’s
remarks,

AS OUR VOLUNTEER so01
are brought op in & Repablie,
doctrioe of social equality prevails,
some time to incnlcate the ideaof Army rank
among them; for they, in the words of
Lowell,

DIERS
where the

it takes

And think it kindoess Lo bis Majesty."

When McDowell made his headquarters
at the Arlivgton House, opposite Washington,
soon after the first Bull Run, I had a desk
in the room occopied by his staff, baviag
been, by & special order of Gen. McCleilan,
assigned to the duly of arming the forts
which environed the Capital. 1 bad an Or-
derly nssigned me from one of the new regi-
ments, He had been a clerk in a dry-goods
store, and was utterly unconscions of the
reatraiats and requirements of mililary Life,
A Kegular, when om duty of this kind, al-
Wiy kﬂ'[m at a reasonable distance, stands
at an when spoken to, and sa-
lutes whenever he reccives an order, but my

"altention™

new man lounged about in the most fumiliar
He told me on the third day that be
was tived of this Orderly aud
wanted a “posish,” as he expressed it A

way.

business,

British nobleman (or st all events a man
who claimed to be sach) was acting a8 Adju-
tant-General in the s He
| was qnite deaf, and as it required a good denl
of effort to make him understond what was
suid, his chief soon got rid of bhim. It seema
that a Commissary, whose hearing was also
deiective, eame, and was asigned to duty m
the same room. Oune morniog the Adjutant-
General came to me to make a complaint.
He said in
HIS DREAWLING WAY:

“Upon maw word, aw'm indebted to your
Orderly fur a very delicate piece of attention.

* What is that, Sir Jobn?" I replied.

“He walked up to me as I came in, gave
me a poke in the ribs, pointed to the Com-
missary, and shouted in my ear, ' We've got
another deal man here now, Sir Jobhn' 1
was brought up, sir, in the British army,
and am wot used to such proceedings.”

I acknowledged the compiaiat to be a just
one, aud seat the Orderly back to his regi-
ment.

There were a good many stories in my
day of the naivete of the new cadets at West
Point before they became accustomed to
discipline. One of these who had just
arrived received notice that the Command-
ant desired to see him immediately. He
replied :

“Oh, bother the Commandaant T have
jnst come from a Im..z journey and I'm tired.
I am vot going to run after anybody. If
the Commandant waats to see. me let Lim
come over here.”

The sarprise of the Orderly at being
charged with such & message was comical to
witness. If any of the older cadeta had
replied to an order in that way he would
have had o taste of the lightor dark prison ;
but everything was forgiven to these in-
experienced youtha,

Doubitless our late enemies have many
stories of this Kind to tell in reference to their
own experiences in the war, and some one
should collect them and put them in print. I
heard one ashort time ago from u Confederate
Indy in relation to Gen. Magruder. When
Sherman'’s operntions and the action of our
fleet bad isolated Texas from the rest of the
Confederney, Magruder was in command
there, and as he could receive no orders from
his superiors he had fall sway. Ouge day he
entered a restanrant in San Aotonio,

DRESSED IN CITIZEN'S CLOTHES
A Counfederate soldier who had been drink-
ing came in soon after and seated himsell
without cecemony at the same table with
the General. Magruder drew himself
angrily, and said:

“ Do you know who I am, sir?"”

“No,” replied the soldier, “and I don't
care a continental who yon are. When I
first entered the army I was very particular
ahout my associates, but now I have become
perfectly reckless. You van keep your
seat.”

Magruder enjoyed the joke, and did not
have the man arrested.

This clemeney was something like that
related of the French General Pelissier. He
had struck a soldier in a it of rage, and the
man drew vp his musket, aimed at the Gen-
The gnu did

ame room with me.

up

eral, and pulled the trigger.
not explode. The man was immediately
geized, the wenpon taken from him, and he
was sent to the guardlouse Pelissier pre-
ferred charges against bim for not keeping
his & . in proper firing order

This want of reverence fur rank reminds
me of an incident in the Mexican war., In
order to make a diversion in favor of our
small foree at Buena Vista, a body of the
hardy backwoodsmen of Wi
organized for service under Col. Doniphan,
against the more northern States of Mexico,

THEY MADE A FINE RECOXD

for themselves by gaining a eomplete vietory
over greatly superior forces at Sucramento,
It is said that in this command the oficers
were on an equality with the men, aad there
was little or no pretense of discipline,
Everything was decided by a kind of town-
meeling arrangement. Oue thing must be
said to their eredit, however: they always
voted to fight, without regard to the nam-
ber of their enemies. When their short en-~
listment was over 14 of them came back by
of Saltillo, passing through large towns fail
of euemies on their way, to see our army,
which was located near the town, under
command of Maj-Gena. Taylor and Woel.
Now the latter, having taken such a promi-
pent part in the battle of Buena Vista, was
credited with Presidential aspirations. He
was always & slriet diseiplinarian, and ex-
acted great deference for his rank and posi-
tion; but as these men from Doniphan’s
command were on their way home to Mis-

Missouri

recoption, probably with the expectation
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SUFFEL COLD,

HE following letiors
wera written by Adj's
M. Sy
lowa, to his broher,
while conflned in
Libby Prisen, st
Richimond, Vi, duge
ing the Winter of
1562, 4

Lirny Prisox,

S Byers,

Ricayoxm,
Dee. 8, 1363,
DeAr JonN: Alite
tle after daylighe, this
morning, the dooar of
Libby Prison opened and received all the
Union oflicers eaptured ub the bastle of Mige
sionary Kidge on the Z5th of November.

Firat of all, you will want to know how [
got here at all. It is a pluin story enough,
We got too close to the rebela that afternoon
of the assanlt. Gen. Matthies’s Brigade ad-
vanced ander the most awful artillery fire T
ever experienced clear to the foot of the
mountain, and by that time the enemy's
musgetry poured iato our line so flercely we
were comipelled to lie down and hog the
ground close, or we would all have bean
killed, Pretty soon the ery came that the
rebels were pouring through the tunnel
under the Ridge, aud were flanking us withy
an awlal fice on our right.

Pars of the 5ih [owa was ordered to rise
ap, run to the tanovel, and check this anexe
pected forece. 1 never got on to my feet 50
anwillingly in all my life, for the space hee
tween the tunnel and where I was iying
was swept with & hot idre of close muse
ketry. In ransing seross I passed many
dead and wounded lying om the ground,
Our crossing over to the tunnel was too late,
for double lines of the enemy took advantage
of the movement and hurried down the hill,
firing as they came, and demanding onr sare

y
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A Siex or T™ae Tivzs.
render. Most of our boys retreated quickly
and got away; those at the imumediate frons
were shot down or eaptured.

Two big Mississippians ras np to me and
yelled, “Lay down that aword, you
Yankee son-oi~a-guan!”

Before I couid obey their sommons and
unbuckle my sword they both grabbed if,
and very neurly kiiled each other for its poge
session. It was a new sword and my big
navy revolver went to keep it company; and
I—1 was a prisoner of war,

Our boys bud searcely fallen back out of
runge of the musketry, when Sherman’s cage
non 14 reserva

OPENED A FEARFUL FPIRE
where we wers standing and ong
A,
hill, quick.™ yell
ur — cannon wil

on the spot
the ridge above

et up
tors, "or ¥y
There was ne waiting to argue the gue
but I pever before climbed o bill ander
eircumrances,

that ed my

1=
I kill n= all?
SELON]
such

All three of us tried to et
o of the Yankse A8
quickly a8 possible, for brokea stones and
bronehes of shavered trees weore all
about v Ou my way up I turned for o
moment amd saw ithe Union
our right advancing and driving everyihing
before them. In 10 minuates [ knew the bat-
tle had been won, though the rebel cannom
near by me, as I rrossed the top ot the Ridyg
kept up a lremendons fire on Wy retreatiog
comrades,

Shortly we prisoners were formed in &
line back of the ridyge, and most of us wers
relieved of such superfluities a8 watchem,
pocket-books, ete.  This rebbery on the fleld
was condemned by some of the offivers nexb
day, but that did not restore our lost valuge
bles

That night, while the rebel army wis ree
treating, we prisouers, under a strong guarcd,
footed it down the railroad track toward
Atlanta.

I had slept but one night in » week, and
eould searce keep on my feet; but march wa
had to, not this night only, but other nighta
and days. I had new, tight boots on, and in
24 hours my fect seemed torn to pieces; yeb,
bad as it all wae I am sare I alopt seme,
wialking on the ties. The others wera
a9 badly off as myself, but a biow or &

out of the man cannon
lling

lines tow 1.ui

gouri, be felt inclined to give them a gracious l

threat wounld keep us ou the move.
Before reaching Atlunta we took the cars
enttle ears, and 50 or G0 men in a ear) fow

Richmond. We pussed clear through the




